THE   KAISER   AND   ENGLISH   RELATIONS       131

raised a storm of indignation there, which, since the
telegram was signed by him, was quite properly directed
against him personally. More dangerous was his proposal,
which was taken up by the German Government, to order
a cruiser to proceed to Delagoa Bay and land colonial troops
to march through Portuguese territory to Pretoria. This
came to nothing, for the Portuguese Government at
once stated that no German troops would be allowed to
land.

There was still this preposterous telegram to be dealt
with. As the Emperor had signed it personally and
dealings with him might be personal also, who could
possibly be so competent to conduct these as his grand-
mother ? She drafted her letter to him on the very day
that he sent his telegram:

* MY DEAR WILLIAM,

* As your Grandmother to whom you have always shown
so much affection and of whose example you have always
spoken with so much respect, I feel I cannot refrain from
expressing my deep regret at the telegram you sent
President Kruger. It is considered very unfriendly
towards this country, which I am sure it is not intended
to be, and has, I grieve to say, made a very painful
impression here. The action of Dr. Jameson was of
course very wrong and totally unwarranted; but con-
sidering the very peculiar position in which the Transvaal
stands to Great Britain, I think it would have been far
better to have said nothing. Our great wish has always
been to keep on the best of terms with Germany, but
I fear your Agents in the Colonies do the very reverse,
whiph deeply grieves us. Let me hope that you will
try and check this. . . .